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AURORA THEATRE COMPANY PRESENTS  

JOAN DIDION’S 
THE YEAR OF MAGICAL THINKING 

JUNE 21 - JULY 21 (OPENS: JUNE 27) 
 
(BERKELEY, Calif., May 21, 2019) -- ​Aurora Theatre Company closes its dynamic 27th 
season with a poignant adaptation of  Joan Didion’s memoir, ​THE YEAR OF MAGICAL 
THINKING​. ​Nancy Carlin​ (​A Life In The Theatre​, ​The Second Man​) will direct ​Stacy Ross 
(​Leni​,​ Hedda Gabler​, ​Gidion’s Knot​) in a solo performance. 
 
THE YEAR OF MAGICAL THINKING ​runs June 21 - July 21 ​(Opens: June 27) 
 
In this dramatic adaptation of her critically lauded, National Book Award-winning memoir, Joan 
Didion transforms the story of the sudden unexpected loss of her husband, novelist John Gregory 
Dunne, and the illness of their daughter, Quintana, into a stunning one-woman play. In her grief, 
Didion found herself living inside self-protective delusions in the form of “magical thinking,” for 
she knows if she falls into the “vortex” of reality, she will be lost. Bringing her trademark style 
of cool observation, along with a personal and heartbreaking story, Joan Didion has crafted a 
singularly moving, theatrical experience. 
 
Playbill​ called ​THE YEAR OF MAGICAL THINKING ​“An intensely personal yet universal 
story of hope in the face of inescapable loss.” 

 



 
Joan Didion​ is an award-winning American journalist and writer known for her novels, 
screenplays, plays, and memoirs. A graduate of UC Berkeley, Didion helped popularize modern 
“new journalism” or literary nonfiction through her often detailed and personal narratives. 
 
Nancy Carlin​ returns to Aurora, where she has directed ​A Life in the Theatre​ and ​The Second 
Man​. Most recently, her Aurora credits acting credits include ​The How and The Why​ and​ The 
Monster-Builder​. A former company member of the American Conservatory Theater and an 
associate artist with California Shakespeare Theater, Carlin has directed and performed 
extensively in regional theaters, including A.C.T., Berkeley Rep, TheatreWorks, Shotgun 
Players, Cal Shakes, and the Oregon Shakespeare Festival. A theatre arts lecturer for UC 
Berkeley and San Jose State University, a dialect coach, writer, and producer, Carlin holds a BA 
from Brown University and an MFA from A.C.T. 
 
Carlin directs Stacy Ross in this poignant one-hander. 
 
Stacy Ross​ is happy to return to Aurora after last appearing in ​Leni ​by Sarah Greenman. Other 
stints at the Aurora include ​A Kind of Alaska​, ​Hedda Gabler​, ​Man of Destiny​ and ​Gidion’s Knot​. 
Locally she has also been seen at Cal Shakes, SF Playhouse, Custom Made, A.C.T, Berkeley 
Rep, Playground and San Jose Rep.  
 
The creative team for ​THE YEAR OF MAGICAL THINKING ​includes ​Kent Dorsey​--Set; 
Valera Coble​--Costumes; ​Kurt Landisman​--Lighting; and ​Cliff Caruthers​--Sound. 
 
CALENDAR EDITORS 
 
Aurora Theatre Company closes its dynamic 27th season with a poignant adaptation of  Joan 
Didion’s memoir, ​THE YEAR OF MAGICAL THINKING​. ​Nancy Carlin​ (​A Life In The 
Theatre​, ​The Second Man​) will direct ​Stacy Ross​ (​Leni​,​ Hedda Gabler​, ​Gidion’s Knot​) in a solo 
performance. 
 
DATES 

Previews: Friday 6/21 and Saturday 6/22 at 8 p.m.  

Sunday, 6/23 at 2 p.m. only. 

Tuesday, 6/25 and Wednesday, 6/26 at 7 p.m.  

Open: Thursday, June 27 

 



Close: Sunday, July 21 

Shows: Tuesday and Wednesday at 7 p.m.; Thursday through Saturday at 8 p.m. 

Sunday at 2 p.m. & 7 p.m. 

WHERE  Aurora Theatre Company | 2081 Addison Street | Berkeley, CA 

TICKETS For single tickets ($35-$70) or subscriptions ($111-$396), the public can  

call​ ​(510) 843-4822​ or visit ​www.auroratheatre.org​. 

PRE PRODUCTION IMAGES  ​http://bit.ly/YMTAuroraPress 

PRESS Please do not reply to this media advisory for review tickets. Press review 
invites will be sent to selected media.  

ABOUT AURORA THEATRE COMPANY 

The Aurora Theatre Company is known for work that invigorates audiences and artists through a shared 
experience of professional, intimate theatre. Aurora challenges itself and the broader community to do 
better, think deeper, laugh louder and cast wider nets of empathy toward the world. Through its 
productions of both classic and new works, it supports the Bay Area community by hiring local artists and 
artisans. It has an operating budget of just over $2 million. 

Aurora Theatre Company gratefully acknowledges Season Sponsors: Ed & Liliane Schneider. Sponsors: Tamra C. 

Hedge, and George & Candy Hisert. Associate Sponsors: Deborah & Howard Goodman, Sally Weissinger, andTom 

& Amy Worth. Cast & Crew Sponsors: Helen & John Meyer. 

Aurora Theatre Company gratefully acknowledges the following foundations and government agencies for their 

support: Actors’ Equity Foundation, Alameda County Arts Commission ARTSFUND, Berkeley Civic Arts Program 

& Civic Arts Commission, The Bernard Osher Foundation, Fleishhacker Foundation, The Harold and Mimi Steinberg 

Charitable Trust, MUFG Union Bank Foundation, Sam Mazza Foundation, The Shubert Foundation, Theatre Bay 

Area, The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, and Zellerbach Family Foundation. 
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